Avalon Nordic Ski Club
10 Bristol Street
St. John’s, NL
September 5, 2016
Dear Potential Sponsor:
The mandate of the Avalon Nordic Ski Club is to promote and develop outdoor recreation participation
and enjoyment through provision of cross country skiing and other related winter opportunities and
programs. Essentially, we are building and maintaining a winter recreation community. For the past 50
years the club has provided a variety of year round programs, services and resources in the continued
delivery of this mandate.
Over the past year, winter activity has grown tremendously. In response to this growth, the club has
taken on a number of new programs and initiatives. This includes the hiring of a full time head coach,
the enhancement of the trail systems in Pippy Park, and the creation of new programs to reach a full
range of ages and abilities, including the planning and inception of a schools program, a women’s
program and development of a paranordic program. One of the major initiatives for this year is the
planned implementation of a machine made snow system in the Pippy Park Trailer Park. This project will
result in a significant improvement in the quality of winter recreation facilities in the region and enable
to consistency of programs and services to improve and grow.
As a community organization, the club depends on representatives from the community to deliver on its
mandate. Our dependence on the community means that we rely on volunteers for the management
and deliver of our programs and services. Additionally, we work with partners to provide facilities. As a
community group we also depend on the financial support of community minded companies with an
interest in the community and outdoor recreation.
The purpose of this letter is to extend an invitation to participate in our community sponsorship
program. The program detail is attached. The program offers companies with options to best fit their
level of interest and desired involvement. Regardless of the level selected, the program provides
extensive promotion and exposure for participating companies, and is sure to improve and extend your
community reach and impact.
If you require any additional information, or would like to discuss further, please feel free to contact me
at your convenience.
Regards, Colin and Chris
Colin Taylor
President

Chris Patey
Vice President

Community Sponsorship Program
The Avalon Nordic Ski Club community sponsorship program is established to increase the ties between
the club and the regional corporate community. The program provides mutually beneficial goals and
outcomes with a long term goal of improving the outdoor recreation opportunities in the Avalon Region.
The financial support provided by the program goes directly to the growth and development of
resources and programs for youth.
Programs and services targeted with the Community Sponsorship Program include:
 Support for the clubs Ski Team (age 13-19), Challenge Group (age 12-15), Track Attack (age 1012) and Para-Nordic Program
 Development, planning and delivery of the High Schools Program
 Targeted programs and events for youth, women, para-nordic and special Olympians
Benefits to Participating Companies may include:
 Recognition on Avalon Nordic Ski Club Website
 Visibility in all program promotional materials (Sample included)
 Visibility on the Team Hats, Jackets, Shirts and related products (Sample Included)
 Visibility on Large format promotional materials displayed at Pippy Park Trailer Park
 Recognition at events and team banners
 Visibility on club newsletters, promotions, reports and notices emailed to club members
 Participation in the annual volunteer/club sponsor social and year end social
Premier Sponsor

Community Sponsor

Community Donor

$2000+ Commitment

$500+ Commitment

$100+ Commitment

Logo on hat/Jacket/shirt
Logo on banner and display
Logo on main web page
Prime space on monthly
newsletters and reports
Space on program promotions
All Community Sponsor and
Donor Benefits
Specific mention and thanks in
targeted campaigns
Other Opportunities

Logo on banner and display
Logo on web page
Space on monthly newsletters
and reports
All Community Donor Benefits
Special mention in targeted
newsletters

Listed as club donor
Recognition at year end banquet
Recognition at events and socials
Invitation to sponsor social

It is our belief that a partnership with the Avalon Nordic Ski Club will provide your company with
valuable community exposure, while supporting the development of winter recreation and sport in your
community. Please see the included photos and materials as a representation of what is available.

Avalon Nordic Ski Club
Mandate: Promote and develop outdoor recreation participation and enjoyment through provision of
cross country skiing opportunities and programs
Overview
The Avalon Nordic Ski Club is registered non-profit and volunteer run club that offers programs and
services in Cross Country Skiing. The club organizes and delivers youth and adult programs and events
for both recreational and competitive cross country skiing. Through volunteer efforts and regional
partnerships, the club assists in the maintenance and grooming of trail systems in Butterpot Provincial
Park and Pippy Park in St. John’s. Additionally, through its partnership with the Newfoundland and
Labrador Provincial Parks the club maintains and a heated clubhouse, Ski Terrain Park, Ski Rentals and
lessons in Butterpot Park. This year a major step was taken in hiring a full time head coach for program
oversight and delivery. This step will elevate both the quality of programs delivered, and increase the
capacity for program delivery and growth.
The Avalon Nordic Ski Club offers a variety of programs and services to support its core mandate. These
include:









Junior Development – delivery of a ski program to children aged 3-5 (bunnies), 6-10 (Jackrabbit),
and 11-13 (Track Attack).
Challenge Group – delivery of a ski development program for youth ages 12-15
Avalon Nordic Ski Team – Nordic race program for youth aged 14-20.
Masters Ski Program – Adult ski development with focus on fitness and skills development for
Adults 30+. Private instruction is also available to the public.
Touring – weekly back-country tours with an club leader on wilderness trails around the Avalon
Peninsula
Equipment Rentals – the club has ski equipment on Saturdays and Sundays at Butterpot Park.
Social Events – Mid-Winter Social, Moonlight Ski, Presidents Challenge
Race Events – The club hosts the Avalon Skiathlon, Outfitters Open (Classic and Skate), and
Spaghetti Hill Climb, and weekly sprint races

Contact
Email: Avalon.nordic@gmail.com
Website: http://www.avalonnordic.ca

Programs and Services 2016-17
Programs
-

Junior Development – Bunnies age 3-5, Jackrabbit age 6-10
Track Attack – ages 11-13
Challenge Group - ages 12-16
Avalon Nordic Ski Team – ages 13+
END Program – ages 19+
Weekly Back-Country Tours – all ages
Lunch Time Lessons – all ages
Pippy Park Under the Lights – all ages

Events
-

Avalon Skiathlon
Outfitters Open
Spaghetti Hill Sprint
ASNC Mid-Winter Social
St. John’s Moonlight Ski
Presidents Challenge
Annual Pot Luck

Services
-

Equipment Rentals
Private Ski Instruction
Corporate, Community and Social Group Activity

Special Projects
-

FAST Project (Female Athletes Skiing Together Project)
Trailer Park Development – Snow Making Implementation Project
Upper Pippy Park Development – Trail Expansion and Grooming
Schools Program

Ongoing Initiatives
-

Trail, Equipment and Facility Maintenance
Human Resources Development

Facilities
-

Pippy Park Trails
Pippy Park Trailer Park

Executive 2016-2017
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director – JD Program

Colin Taylor
Chris Patey
Marie Wadden
Kris Aubrey
Yolanda Wiersma
ZuZu Steward

Director – Race Program
Director – Social
Director – Tours
Director – Communication

Jeff Cameron
Vacant
Vacant
Jon Earle
Paul Dancey

Director at Large
Director - Equipment and
Trail Development
Trailer Park Liaison
Upper Pippy Park Liaison
Head Coach

Jennifer Keyte

Steve Dyke
Jon Earle
Phil Graham
Jeff Cameron

Coaching Staff 2016-17
Head Coach
Challenge Group
Track Attack
END Program
Para Nordic
Jackrabbit

Jeff Cameron
Erik Charron
Nikola Ellis
Jeff Cameron / Colin Taylor
Daniel Rees
Megan Bennett
Felix Marino
Abraham Rogers
Sandy Walsh
Angus Boyd-Porter
Naomi Brown
Sarah Manning

History
The St. John's Ski Club was formed in 1965 and its purpose was to promote alpine skiing. However some
of the members were avid cross country skiers and in 1968 formed a cross country ski section of the
club. Instrumental in this development was Dr. E. R. W. Neale who is known for founding the
Newfoundland Ski Marathon which was first held near Springdale in the years between 1968-1972. As
interest in cross country skiing grew during the 1970's the club began to offer instruction to new skiers
and hold club races. Fall training (gym and swimming) was available at the Provincial Recreation Centre
under the direction of Wilf Thomas who up to 2006 was still a very active member of the Avalon Nordic
Ski Club.
In the late 1970's Ted Harper helped reinvigorate the cross country side of the club and in 1978 trails
were cut in Pippy Park. This began a long association between the ski club and the Pippy Park
Commission. Many individuals helped with trail cutting and yearly maintenance. Notable contributors
were students from the Outdoor Program of the College of Trade and Technology and from the
Memorial University Ski Club. At this time in the club's history there were hikes in the fall and ski tours in
the winter along with waxing and equipment clinics. The following year, 1979 saw the first annual St.
John's Invitational ski race at Butter Pot Provincial Park. Finally in 1979, the cross country section of the
St. John's Ski Club passed a motion to become independent resulting in the St. John's Cross Country Ski
Club. Ted Harper was the first President.
In 1982 the St. John's Cross Country ski Club began offering the National Jackrabbit Program for young
children. The club was officially incorporated in 1984 on March 6th under President Lew Feltham. Skiing
continued on the Pippy Park trails (~10.0 km) during the 1980's with annual fall trail clearing. During the
1987-88 season the club had about 240 members under club President George Beckett and a very active
Jackrabbit program overseen by Barb Taylor (in 1989 180 children were registered). The next year or 2
saw some decline in membership but lots of activity with Jackrabbit, the invitational and various social
events.
The early 1990's brought a couple of lean snow years and the St. John's invitational was not held for 2
years in a row, resuming in 1992. Grooming in the trailer park was provided by the City of St. John's
resulting in some great skiing conditions. Membership grew under President Lloyd Button and the good
snow of 1992 and reached 320 during the season. In 1993 Barb Taylor became Club President and
instituted adult ski lessons at the same time as the Jackrabbit lessons on Saturday mornings.
Membership continued to be strong and several of the club's young racers made the Provincial team
(e.g. Joanna Gilles and Tom Dabinett) and did well in Provincial events under the coaching of Pat
Dabinett. Concerns arose due to the loss of use of the "Log Cabin" in Pippy Park with Northbank lodge
subsequently used as an alternative. A trial period of user fees and ski rentals was instituted by an
organization known as the Friends of Pippy Park. Revenue from this venture was to be put towards snow
making equipment (an idea for the future?). With great snow conditions the 1995 Invitational at Butter
Pot attracted 100 entrants. In the late 1990's despite the best efforts of club President Diane Rendell the

poor snow conditions and increasing use of Pippy Park trails (Nagel's Hill and the trailer park) by dog
walkers and motorized vehicles culminated in a decline in membership. Also, cross-country skiing
techniques and equipment (e.g. skating technique) evolved to the point where wider groomed trails
were required.
In December 2000 President Graham Mowbray initiated the process to move our club to Butter Pot Park
which has been a great success. A snowmobile compatible trail groomer (JACA) was purchased through
volunteer fund raising efforts and a concerted effort was made to enhance the facilities at Butter Pot
Park including the use of a heated clubhouse. Since then under President Dale Corbett the ski trails have
expanded to ~ 20 km and the clubhouse has been significantly upgraded including a bathroom, stove for
cooking and other amenities. In 2004 the Club changed its name to the Avalon Nordic Ski Club in
recognition of the fact that many of our members come from all over the Avalon and that our base of
operations was outside St. John's.
In 2005 the club successfully hosted the Provincial Ski Marathon that brought nearly 100 skiers from all
over the province to Butter Pot. Hosting such an event led to further enhancement of the trail network,
signage and waxing facilities (5 benches). Building on this success the Club will host the 2006 Provincial
Championships at Butter Pot in mid-February. A new memorandum of understanding between the club
and the Provincial government (Minister Tom Osborne) was signed in 2005. As part of this agreement
members get unlimited access to groomed ski trails at Butter Pot and are fully covered by an insurance
policy provided by our membership in Cross Country Canada. In addition, they get discounts on ski
lessons, race entry fees and free advice on equipment, waxing, where to ski, etc. We also hold several
social gatherings during the year (fall and spring) and run a ski equipment sale in the fall. Our
membership fees are modest compared to other parts of the province and country. In 2005 we had
approximately 250 members from all over the Avalon. Under President Richard Wardle the club
embarked on a major expansion of its activities and infrastructure for the 2005-06 season including the
acquisition a of Bombardier 160 trail grooming machine and revitalization of skiing in the Pippy Park
trailer park facility through procurement of new grooming equipment.
Since 2005 the club has continued to operate out of Butterpot Park and Pippy Park. In 2015 the club
signed a memorandum of understanding with the Department of Environment and Conservation for the
long term use of Butterpot Park. Additionally, in 2015, the club has partnered with the Pippy Park
Commission and the City of St. John’s for the ongoing development of the Pippy Park Trailer Park as a
central city Nordic facility. Groomed trails are available at both facilities. Butterpot offers a heated club,
kids terrain park, and ample parking in a natural outdoor park. Pippy Park offers lit trails in the center of
the City. The club has grown over the last 10 years and membership hovers around 300 annually. The
club offers various programs for youth and adults to develop ski skills and fitness. Back country tours are
offered weekly.

Eﬀec ve Nordic Development Program













END Program Starts November 1, 2015

Meet new ski partners and improve your skiing
skills in a fun group environment
Learn and improve classic and ska ng technique
Work with a professional coach to achieve train‐
ing and personal goals
Open to Beginners and above
Train or learn —follow the track to suit your
needs
Introduc on to ski racing for those interested
22 Weeks (Five Months) of instruc on and skiing
Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings
Registra on is part of the club membership at
h ps://zone4.ca/regc.asp?id=9804

Get ac ve and stay fit this winter!

More informa on available at h p://www.avalonnordic.ca/END.htm or contact jeﬀ@avalonnordic.ca

